
 
 

IRRIGATION & ELECTRICAL DISTRICTS 
ASSOCIATION OF ARIZONA, INC. 

PO Box 2583 
Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 

(623) 238-1374 
E-mail:  ed.gerak@ieda-az.org 

   

 
 
 
 

 
 

IEDA BOARD WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES - Draft 
June 16, 2026 – 1:00 PM 

 
 A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association of Arizona, 
Inc. (“IEDA”) was held on June 16, 2026.   
 

The following IEDA Members attended the meeting:  
Todd Angle – San Tan ID - Phone 
Mitch Basefsky – CAP – Virtual 
Ashley Blank – Virtual 
Noel Carter – BWCDD – Virtual 
Ben Engleby – AEPCO – Virtual 
David Fitzgerald – AEPCO – Virtual 
Darrin Francom – CAP – Virtual 
Andrew Fraser – MWD – Virtual 
Jordy Fuentes – APA - Virtual 
Ed Gerak - IEDA Executive Director 
Elston Grubaugh – Wellton-Mohawk - Virtual 
Daniel Herder – Clark Hill 
Taylor Howerter – RID - Virtual 
Stephanie Knight – ABWC – Virtual  
Jeff Low – City of Safford – Virtual 
Adam McAnaly – SRP 
Joe Meese – TOUA – Virtual 
Jason Moyes – Moyes, Sellers Hendricks – Virtual 
Matt Ogden – MWD - Virtual 
Paul Orme – Virtual 
Dan Pritchard – KRS & Associates – Virtual 
Emily Rice – B3 Strategies 
Jeff Ritter – CAP – Virtual 
Scott Saline –  TID, HVPD, Aguilla, Ocotillo - Virtual 
John Scremin – RWCD - Virtual 
Meghan Scott – Scott/Rogers - Virtual 
Kent Simer – KRS & Associates - Virtual 
Jim Sweeney – Virtual 
Glen Vortherms – IEDA President 
Jeff Woner – Ocotillo ID - Virtual 

 

GLEN VORTHERMS – PRESIDENT 
ROBERT VANHOFWEGEN – VICE-PRESIDENT 
NOEL CARTER– SECRETARY 
DONOVAN NEESE – TREASURER 
SHERI FARAG – AT-LARGE 
ELSTON GRUBAUGH - AT-LARGE 
 



 

 

President Vortherms called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM 
 
Mr. Gerak gave a quick update on the new BOR Commissioner appointee.  She is a central 

California farmer, formerly worked in DOI and USDA, and was serving as the NRCS Chief prior to 
moving over to BOR. 
  
 Elston Grubaugh gave an update on the Colorado River water situation.  The recent MOU 
signed by the Lower Basin states was covered, and the $50M included in the 2027 House Energy & 
Water Appropriations bill. 
 
 Emily Rice gave an update regarding the state budget and bills.  Today is the 153rd Day of 
the Legislative Session.  Budget bills were introduced last week, and despite the earlier vetoes, it 
was considered one of the smoothest in recent history.  The $18.3B budget allowed for a nearly full 
tax conformity, but also included a three-year moratorium on data center subsidies.  Mrs. Rice also 
provide updates on some legislation of concern for IEDA; SB1137, HB2134, SB1037, SB1038, 
SB1057, SB1075, SB1335, SB1336, SB1448 
   

A quorum was established. 
 

Moving into the business items, President Vortherms asked if there was a motion to approve 
the May 16, 2026, minutes.  Elston Grubaugh made a motion to approve the minutes.  Jason Moyes 
seconded the motion.  A vote was called for and the motion passed. 
 
 Next, President Vortherms entertained a motion to send Secretary Burgum the Thank You 
Letter.  Noel Carter made a motion to approve.  Jason Moyes seconded the motion.  A vote was 
called for and the motion passed. 
 

The discussion regarding the Board’s position on the Federal Land Recreation Enhancement 
Act at Hoover Dam was discussed.  Mr. Gerak provided an overview regarding the options, details 
and asked the Board’s response any impacts to the water negotiations.  The Board directed Mr. 
Gerak to convey their desire to pursue the FLREA exemption for collecting  
 
 Moving into the federal report, Mr. Gerak discussed the recent activities around the second 
reconciliation bill and the possibility of a third iteration.  There is mixed opinions on the viability 
and appetite of a third one, but if it proceeds, it will focus on defense, affordability and energy.  It 
seems that the gerrymandering has finally settled out, given the timing in relation to the elections.  
Some states have punted until 2028.  With the dust settled in 2026, it seems that Republicans have 
gained a possible seven seat swing in the house, but it will depend on the economy, inflation, gas 
prices and voters’ memory.   
 

A recent package of geothermal legislation recently passed the House.  Geothermal is 
gaining traction in generation projects, especially with the integration of fracking technology.  Some 
have postulated that geothermal can help California achieve their zero-carbon emissions goal by 
2045.  Also, coal will benefit from $700M in funding from the federal government.  This includes 
assistance for two new coal plants (WV & AK).  These would be the first new coal plants since 
2013. 

 
 Regarding “Things to Know”, Mr. Gerak reported that no HFE will occur this summer.  We 
are still waiting on a decision on the “Cool Mix Flows.”  El Nino has arrived, and there is a 37% 
chance for a Super El Nino.  Given the NERC growth projections needs, it was good to see that 58.5 
GW of new summer capacity was added over the last year.  Arizona continues to maintain a stable 



 

 

grid, ranking third in the nation for reliability.  Two companies are looking to revive the enriched 
uranium production in the US.  On the water side, the recent plan in California to use less intra-state 
transfers was touched on.  Finally, it was highlighted that the Rural Electrification Act turned 90 
this year.  Mr. Gerak recommended reviewing the memos attached in the board packet and let him 
know if you have any questions.   
 

Stephanie Knight shared recent developments with ABWC and NWRA.   
 
 Jordy touched on relevant issues that occurred at the APA meeting earlier that day.  There 
was a Customer Consultation Committee, focusing on the rates in uncertain hydrology.  It also 
included a robust discussion on BESS that we discussed in May. 
 
 Mr. Gerak provided the financial report.  IEDA received the half-year dues for the City of 
Buckeye last week and Q3 Invoices are already starting to be received.  With an approximate burn 
rate of $35K/month, we are anticipating a possible shortfall of $16K for the year, we should end the 
year with $240-$250K in YE Reserves. This would be despite losing SCIP dues. The $200K CD 
matures on December 3rd, we have $183,600 in the Money Market and project approximately $10K 
in checking at the end of June.  The EC met this month to discuss preliminary 2027 budget and will 
continue discussions over the next few months. 
 
 Mr. Gerak touched on the travel schedule, highlighting a future trip to DC in September and 
asked if anyone would be interested in joining on that trip.  He also reminded the Board that there 
isn’t a board meeting nor committee meetings in July. 
 
 President Vortherms opened the floor to member comments.  No comments. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:52 P.M. 

 


