
 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:   IEDA Board 
RE:   Water Report 
DATE: August 7th, 2026 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Colorado River FEIS Released 
 

The long-awaited Final EIS was released on July 31st.  There has been a lot 
of discussion amongst the stakeholders over the last few months, so there really 
weren’t any surprises of note.  The overview is listed below.  We are still waiting 
on the Record of Decision, which should come out shortly. 

 
• 10-Year plan, with 2-Year Operating Guideline Terms (Leaving Room for 

Consensus Agreement in the Future) 
• Preferred Alternative is like the Basic Coordination but with more 

flexibility.  It also used a flow estimate that was 15% drier than the driest 
10-year period for analysis of alternatives. 

• Lower Basin Shortage up to 3 MAF (3.6 MAF w/ Mexico) 
• Releases from Powell (5-12 MAF) 
• Storage/Delivery of Conserved & Non-System Water – Powell 3 MAF, 

Mead 7 MAF plus 1 MAF Fed Pool. 
• Avg Aug Capacity (Avg) – GCD 600-740 MW / Hoover 1,190-1650 MW 
• Avg Aug Capacity (Dry) – GCD 225-510 MW / Hoover 100-450 MW 
• Generation (Average) – GCD 3.3-3.6 MMWH / Hoover 2.7-3.8 MMWH 
• Generation (Dry) – GCD 0.7-2.1 MMWH / Hoover 1-3.4 MMWH 
• Value (Average) – GCD $200M-$210M / Hoover $140M-$200M 
• Value (Dry) – GCD $40M-$130M / Hoover $40M-$160M 
• Small-Mouth Bass Entrainment Shows Large Frequency of Occurrence, 

which would possibly negate the Cool Mix Flow experiment effects. 
• CRSP Upper-Initial-Units Very Much in Play for Supporting Powell (within 

ROD Compliance) 



Arizona’s Mitigation 
 
Central Arizona Project signed an agreement with Yuma County Water 

Users Association for funding and maintenance of seven to eight new drainage 
wells in the Yuma Valley.  YCWUA is to fund three and CAP is to fund 
development of four wells.  These wells could provide 28,500 AF to the Southern 
International Boundary.  It would increase YCWUA return flows and reduce 
consumptive use by that amount, allowing for an increase in diversions for CAP.  
The project is expected to be completed by March 2027. 

 
Salt River Project celebrated the completion of the Gilbert Road Pipeline 

project on July 30th.  The 3.5 mile long, 36-in pipe will be able to move 20,000 
gpm (88.4 AC-Ft/Day).  Five new high-capacity water production wells will be 
installed near the Granite Reef Underground Storage Project (GRUSP) to tap 
Colorado River and reclaimed water that Arizona started banking in the 1990’s.  
The Granite Reef Underground Storage Project is one in an array of central and 
southern Arizona basins in which partners working with Arizona Water Banking 
Authority have stored nearly 4 million acre-feet of water since 1996  

 
 

 
Good Things to Know 

• Utah Water Users Appoints Keith Denos, as Executive Director  
• Kelly, Gallego, Ansari, Biggs, Grijalva, Stanton React to Colorado River EIS 
• Kelly Remarked on Yavapai Apache Nation Water Rights Settlement 
• Trump Admin Considers Putting Nuclear Power Plants in US Waters 
 


