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Democratic Socialists of America 
 

With recent election victories for Zohran Mamdani, Abdul El-Sayed, 
Donavan McKinney and others have brought the Democratic Socialists of America 
into the spotlight in 2026.  DSA was founded in 1982 from a merger of 
the Democratic Socialist Organizing Committee (DSOC) and the New American 
Movement (NAM).  Their stated platform includes: 

 
• “Abolish the Senate” 
• “Replace the presidency and Supreme Court as we now know them” 
• “Abolish ICE” 
• “Abolish borders”  
• “Defund the Pentagon” 
• “Government or public ownership of large corporations” 

 
A recent poll found that just 17% of American adults strongly agreed when 

presented with the statement, “We cannot fix the problems in our government; we 
need to tear it down and start over.” Among self-identified Democrats, that 
percentage ticked up just slightly to 19%. That’s slim support for the DSA’s “raze 
it to the ground” attitude.  Still, socialism is proving seductive to voters. The 
survey also found that many Americans—37% of all respondents—had a positive 
view of socialism and that a full 61% of Democrats would consider backing a 
socialist candidate. 

 
A leading centrist Democratic group is launching a new $15 million effort 

between now and 2028 to discredit democratic socialism.  Considered a 
Democratic version of the 2022 Tea Party, Republicans look to leverage the 



infighting in hopes of securing victories in close races, like the Michigan Senate 
seat. 

 
Farm Bill 

 
The anticipated Farm Bill hit a snag in Committee over SNAP benefits.  

Chair John Boozman recessed the panel indefinitely after the 10-11 vote, meaning 
that he can call members back to revisit the bill at any point, including in 
September after the chamber’s August break.  During the Farm Bureau meeting on 
8/5, it was feared that if the Farm Bill didn’t pass out of Committee, that it might 
be dead for the year. 

 
Permitting Reform 

 
After failing to secure a long elusive deal this week on easing approvals for 

all kinds of energy projects, Senate negotiators and an ideologically diverse army 
of lobbyists are eyeing September as a new deadline.  Major legislation usually 
doesn’t get done during an election year, but top lawmakers on both sides insist 
permitting reform can get done, even if there’s grumbling about the Trump 
administration’s actions against wind and solar. (From E&E News 8/7/26) 

 
 

Good Things to Know 
 

• Mitch McConnell Released from Rehab, Working from Home 
• Senate Passes Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russian & Iran Act of 2026 
•  Elon Musk’s Reviving America PAC, Plans Massive GOP Push  
• FAA Proposes Waiving Rules for Commercial Space Licenses 
• Attorney General Nominee Todd Blanche Secures 50th Vote for Nomination 
• 85 Pending Nominations on Senate Calendar 
• GOP Mulling Energy Provisions in Reconciliation 4.0, While Senate 

Releases 3.0 with $1B on New Energy Projects 
 


