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IEDA BOARD WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES - Draft 
March 17, 2026 – 12:30 PM 

 
 A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association of Arizona, 
Inc. (“IEDA”) was held on March 17, 2026.   
 

The following IEDA Members attended the meeting:  
Greg Adams – CAP – Virtual 
Mitch Basefsky – CAP – Virtual 
Heather Cole – APA – Virtual 
Ben Engelby – AEPCO – Virtual 
Sheri Farag – SRP  
David Fitzgerald – AEPCO – Virtual 
Darrin Francom – CAP – Virtual 
Jordy Fuentes – APA – Virtual 
Olivia Galvan – SRP 
Ed Gerak - IEDA Executive Director 
Josh Grier – SRP  
Elston Grubaugh – Wellton-Mohawk - Virtual 
Daniel Herder – Clark Hill - Virtual 
Taylor Howerter - RID 
Vineetha Kartha – CAP – Virtual 
Jeff Low – Safford - Virtual 
Adam McAnaly – SRP 
Joe Meese – TOUA – Virtual 
Jason Moyes – Moyes, Sellers Hendricks 
Donovan Neese – RID 
Paul Orme – Virtual 
Dan Pritchard – KRS & Associates – Virtual 
Jeff Ritter – CAP - Virtual 
Ken Saline – KRS & Associates - Virtual 
Scott Saline - TID, HVPD, Aguilla, Ocotillo 
Meghan Scott – Scott & Rogers  
Patrick Sigl – SRP - Virtual 
Russell Smoldon – B3 Strategies 
Kyle Turpin – SRP 
Bill Van Allen – ED6 - Virtual 

GLEN VORTHERMS – PRESIDENT 
ROBERT VANHOFWEGEN – VICE-PRESIDENT 
NOEL CARTER– SECRETARY 
DONOVAN NEESE – TREASURER 
SHERI FARAG – AT-LARGE 
ELSTON GRUBAUGH - AT-LARGE 
 



 

 

Shelton Van Allen – ED6 - Virtual 
Robert VanHofwegen – ED8, IEDA Vice-President  
Glen Vortherms – MWD, IEDA President  
Jeff Woner – Ocotillo ID - Virtual 

 
President Vortherms called the meeting to order at 12:32 PM 
 
Based on a roll call, a quorum was established. 
 
Moving into the business items, President Vortherms asked if there was a motion to approve 

the January 20, 2026, minutes.  Sheri Farag made a motion to approve the minutes.  Robert 
VanHofwegen seconded the motion.  A vote was called for and the motion passed. 
 
 Mr. Gerak informed the board that the Executive Committee had approved securing a table 
at the Environmental & Natural Resources Section's Michael J. Brophy Award Dinner and asked if 
there were members interested in attending.  President Vortherms, Scott Saline, Taylor Howerter, 
Donovan Neese, Meghan Scott, and Jeff & Shawna Woner all expressed an interest.  President 
Vortherms informed the group that attendance wasn’t necessarily limited to the eight seats secured 
by IEDA, if more members were interested in attending. 
 

The floor was turned over to Sheri Farag to introduce the SRP guests invited to discuss the 
Bartlett Dam project.  Olivia Galvan, Kyle Turpin and Patrick Sigl were introduced to the group.  
Due to sedimentation, SRP is looking to recover lost capacity and increase water supply in the 
Verde portion of their system.  There was a Verde Reservoirs Sediment Mitigation Study Appraisal 
Report completed in 2021 to evaluate to identify possible solutions to help protect the water supply.  
There were four alternatives discussed, with the apparent preferred alternative to build a new 
Bartlett Dam that would raise the water surface elevation by 100 feet, adding 323 KAF.  This 
amount would be enough to provide water to a million households for one year. A list of interested 
potential partners were discussed as well as next steps.  Patrick Sigl discussed the water law and 
water rights implications involved in the project.  The floor was opened to questions.  After 
questions, we thanked the speakers for their presentation.   

 
Next, Greg Adams from CAP was introduced to provide an overview of CAP’s comments 

on the Post-2026 Draft EIS.  The presentation highlighted the absence of Compact compliance, the 
duty to release water from upstream CRSP units to meet Compact delivery requirements, priority 
status, Tribal water rights, extreme impacts to CAP given some of the proposed alternatives and the 
need for infrastructure improvements at Glen Canyon Dam.   The floor was opened to questions.  
After questions, we thanked the speakers for their presentation.   

 
 Russell Smoldon shared about state issues.  There have been 1,966 bills introduced, 
potentially eclipsing 2,000 bills this year.  Joseph Chaplik resigned in order to focus on his run for 
Congressional District 1.  The Board of Supervisors will meet today to appoint a replacement.  
Revenues in 2026 are better than 2025, but there is still a projected shortfall.  Meetings between the 
Governor’s office and legislative leadership have begun, but the funds available won’t be finalized 
until the April Finance Advisory Committee meeting.  Election issues continue to be a main focus 
of this session.  Mr. Smoldon also highlighted HB2999, which would create a special district for 
housing affordability.  Another bill of concern are HB2099.  An attempt to cleanup Ag to Urban is 
also in the works. 
 
 Mr. Gerak provided an update on the recent trip to DC, where a group from Arizona 
discussed the Post-2026 Draft EIS impacts to Arizona, and requested our delegation to encourage 



 

 

Acting Commissioner Cameron to utilize the stranded PRB funding for wide-head turbines.  The 
last issue was discussions about the San Carlos Irrigation Project.  SCIP is an IEDA member, and 
they provided permission for my attendance during those conversations.   
 
 Mr. Gerak provided an overview of the current activities back in DC, with a focus on the 
desire of the President to pass the Save America Act, the status of the majority and the desire (by 
some) to eliminate the filibuster to pass this legislation.  If eliminating the filibuster were to occur, 
this would create increased volatility when future administrations and the majority in the Senate 
changes.  Another Reconciliation bill is also being discussed, but would require near unanimous 
approval to get signed, given the slim majority margins.   
 

Mr. Gerak attended an event for Jay Feely, candidate for CD-1.  Jay expressed a desire for a 
committee assignment on Ways and Means or Energy and Commerce.  Given his relationship with 
the administration, there is a good chance of him landing on either committee if he is successful in 
his campaign. 

 
One bit of bright news is that the first oil refinery in 50 years has been approved for 

construction. 
 
 Regarding “Things to Know”, Mr. Gerak recommended reviewing the memos attached in 
the board packet and let him know if you have any questions.   
 
 Jordy Fuentes provided an overview of the APA meeting from earlier that day.  Due to loss 
of energy and lack of layoffs being purchased, there was a recommendation to increase the rates by 
.66 cents/MWH. 
 
 Sheri Farag provided an update on CREDA.  The process for looking for the next Executive 
Director continues.  Also, due to low water levels and projected temperatures at the dam, it is 
looking unlikely that any peak shaving will occur this summer.  Over the last two years, bypasses 
were able to be stopped during peak hours to help with pricing.  It appears that any progress made 
to limit or avoid bypass this summer has evaporated.  In addition, Lake Powell forecast elevation 
continues to drop with the potential to go below minimum power pool in December, 2026.    
 
 Mr. Gerak provided a year-end financial report.  YTD dues are slightly behind budget, 
primarily due to SCIP dues planned invoicing in April.  Sponsorships came in ahead of budget for 
the Annual Meeting.  Despite rates decreasing slightly, Interest should finish ahead of budget.  This 
is dues to previous CD maturing in January and the 3% new 9-month CD being opened in March 
with $200K deposited.  The Money Market is making 1.7%, and currently has $247,578.60 
deposited and the checking account and the checking account had $3,972.42 at the end of 
February.  All other categories are trending at or below budget. 
 
 Regarding future meetings, Mr. Gerak inquired who would be attending the NWRA meeting 
in DC.  Meghan Scott plans to be in attendance.  In addition, Mr. Gerak requested direction 
regarding the June/July meeting.  Due to travel, the planned June meeting would have to be virtual 
if it stays at the current date.  After some discussion, it was decided to hold the June meeting 
virtually at the original date. 
 

President Vortherms opened the floor to member comments.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:27 P.M. 

 


