
 

 
 
 

 
IEDA April 2026 Leave Behind 

 

• Post-2026 Draft EIS  

Despite Secretary Burgum’s suggestion that all the Colorado River Basin states need to 
make  sacrifices, the Draft EIS put forward did not require the Upper Basin to any cuts 
close to what was included for the Lower Basin regarding alternatives.  It appears that 
decisions have been made that would reduce deliveries this year from 7.5 MAF to 6 
MAF, as well as 1 MAF of DROA releases (likely out of Flaming Gorge).  While this will 
protect Lake Powell from going below Minimum Power Pool, Lake Mead elevation may 
drop below 1035’ now in March of 2027, which could have huge implications to capacity 
at Hoover.   

 
• Hydropower /Lake Mead Impacts 

The planned 6(E) action of reducing releases from Glen Canyon Dam and DROA 
releases of 1 MAF from Flaming Gorge will reduce generation at GCD by 20% and 
overall, in the CRSP system by 7.8%.  By curtaining releases at Lake Powell by 1.5 
MAF, this subjects Lake Mead to hitting 1035’ around November 2026.  1035’ is a 
critical elevation which the Bureau of Reclamation cautions could result in the loss of 12 
turbines due to cavitation operating the units at this level.  While energy production may 
impacted slightly, the ramping, regulation and reserves will be hindered, resulting in a 
loss of 70% of the capacity at Hoover. 

• Hoover Stranded Funds 

Since 2000, there has been $52M of funds collected via rates that sit stranded in the 
Colorado River Dam Fund (Hoover).  A collective group of Hoover customers has fought 
for the release or refund of this money.  The recent 2026 Energy & Water Appropriations 
Bill included our proposed language in the report in both the Bureau of Reclamation 
(BOR) and Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) sections.  WAPA has recently 
removed the collections from the 2026 rates after we convinced them that the Secretary 
of the Interior has rate setting authority according to the Boulder Canyon Project Act 
(Hoover). 



We ask for your support to encourage the Acting Commissioner and this administration to 
free these funds for acquisition of wide-head turbines.  This funding could cover the costs 
of approximately four turbines, but more are likely necessary to preserve the full value of 
Hoover for its customers.  We encourage the repurposing of existing funds or new 
appropriations for the purchase of additional turbines to optimize the value of 
hydropower at Hoover Dam. 

• Hoover Visitor Center 

The Hoover Visitor Center has a storied history of cost overruns during construction, and 
today, due to the cost of operation exceeding tourism revenue.  This means that power 
customers have been subsidizing tourism at Hoover approximately $39M since 2019.  
The recent FY2027 BCP Budget proposed an increase of $1.5M from FY2027 for Visitor 
Services.  BOR is precluded from collecting entry fees due to the Federal Land 
Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA).   

We ask that Boulder Canyon Project be exempted from FLREA, giving BOR the ability 
to collect entry fees at Hoover Dam. 

• No Bypass Experiments 
 
We request that no-bypass experiments occur at GCD this summer.  Due to the low lake 
levels, it is contemplated that the experiment in 2026 would cost close to $35+M.  The 
ability to protect generation in peak hours would also be lost due to how low the existing 
lake level is and how much water would be required to cool the river below the dam. 
 

• Resource Adequacy & Affordability 

With the unprecedented increase in energy demand projected in the future, we ask for 
your help in reducing barriers to new generation projects.  This would include permitting 
reform, new gas pipelines and additional gas storage (especially in Arizona).  There is a 
potential site around Eloy, AZ that would help protect future energy generation and 
reduce rate shock due to weather events.   

• Hydropower Subsidization of Non-Power Costs 

Hydropower has long been subject to riders to pay for programs that do not benefit the 
dams or power customers.  Therefore, given the continued drought and impacts to rates, 
we ask that during this time that all non-power mandates be funded by other sources.   


