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Agribusiness and Water Council/NWRA 

• April is Water Awareness Month 
• Food & Ag Generate 1/5th US Economic Output 
• Farmers Receive Less Than 6 Cents of the Food Dollar 
• Corn Yields Rise from 38 Bushels Per Acre in 1950 to About 187 Today 
• Water Trusts Continue to Secure Water for the Environment 
• NM U.S. Sen. Luján frees $120M for Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project 
• Senate Agriculture Chair Vows Action on Farm Bill Soon  
• USDA Moving Forest Service HQ to Salt Lake City, UT  
• USDA Proposes Delaying Poultry Rule, Warns Of Rising Bird Flu Risks 
• USDA Cancels $300M Program To Help Farmers Buy Land  
• US Farmers To Plant Less Corn As Iran War Spikes Fertilizer Prices 
• Corps Warns of Hydropower and Recreation Impacts as Drought Persists in 

Missouri River Basin 
• Egg Prices Ease, Farmers Prepare for Spring Migration 

 

American Public Power Association 

• APPA Sends Letter to DOE on the Importance of Preference Power, PMA 
• APPA Submitted Permitting Reform Principles Letter to Senate 
• APPA Outlines Support for Reliable Power Act 
• APPA Comments on EPA's Phase I Good Neighbor Plan Reconsideration 

 

Arizona  

• AZ Hires NY-based Law Firm Sullivan & Cromwell for Colorado River Fight 
• APS Seeks License Renewal for Palo Verde Nuclear Units 
• WIFA FY2027 Water Supply Development Fund Applications Due May 27 
• Surplus Electric Meters Available – No Cost (~1,900 Units), Mesa, AZ 
• Arizona Water Awareness Month Festival, 4/11 Steele Indian School Park 
• ASU-SRP Snow Surveys Show Arizona’s Snowpack Melted in Weeks 



• Ciscomani’s Chiricahua National Park bill passes the House  
• Regulators Approve SRP’s Conversion of Plant from Coal to Natural Gas 
• SRP Board of Directors Approves Temporary Summer Rate Decrease 
• Rural Arizonans Fight Bill that Would Let Hedge Fund Sell Their Water to 

Phoenix 
• Arizona Has Added 322,893 New Residents Since 2020 
• Light Up Navajo Project Gets Underway With More Than 300 Lineworkers 

Set to Travel to the Navajo Nation 
 

Bureau of Reclamation/Dept. of Interior 

• President’s Budget Proposes 15.9B in Discretionary Funding for DOI, a 
Reduction of Roughly $2.3B from FY26 Enacted Levels 

• Request Proposes $1.27B Overall for BOR, Proposal Would Eliminate 
Funding for WaterSMART and Title XVI 

• Arizona, Lower Basin partners, commit to continuing efforts to find 
common ground on new Colorado River operations rules 

• BOR WaterSMART: Drought Response Program Applications Due by July 28 
• BOR WaterSMART: Applied Science Grants Applications Due by July 8 
• BOR WaterSMART: Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects Due by June 2 
• BOR Small Storage Program Application Due by April 17th 
• New Tribal Water Settlement in Idaho - Coeur d’Alene Tribe 
• Nine States Have Cloud Seeding Operations in Place, California, Nevada, 

Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, and North Dakota  
• Utah Division of Water Resources Estimates State’s Cloud Seeding Creates a 

10.4% Increase in Average Snowpack Statewide 
• Navajo Nation, NTUA Leaders Make Case for Federal Support on Navajo 

Utility and Water Infrastructure 
• TotalEnergies Signs Agreements with U.S. Department of Interior to End 

U.S. Offshore Wind Projects, Reimbursed $928M for Leases 
• Interior Announces $889 Million for Water Infrastructure Projects 
• Lake Mead Projected Elevation 1032.76’ at End of November 2027 
• Interior unveils $56B in coal, LNG, nuclear deals struck in Tokyo 
• Interior Bends on Solar, but Wind Energy on Public Lands Remains Stalled 
• Interior Moves Nearly 4,000 Firefighters from Agencies to New Fire Service 



 

California 

• San Diego Shows Municipal Water Surplus Amidst Shortage 
• IID Board Approves Major Overhaul at Generating Station to Protect Grid 

Reliability 
• LA Mayor Names David Hanson as Interim General Manager of LADWP 
• SMUD’s Shine Program Invests $524,000 in Local Nonprofit Projects 
• Diablo Canyon Gets 20-year Extension from Federal Regulators (NRC) 

 
Colorado River Energy Distributors Association 

• NOAA “Special Forecast" Projects just 1.75 MAF of Flows into Lake Powell  
• Maloy and Owens Introduce House Companion Legislation Directing 

Feasibility Study on a Water Withdrawal System at Glen Canyon Dam 
• Drought-Stricken Great Salt Lake May be Sitting Atop a Water-Rich Aquifer 

 

Department of Energy 

• DOE Announces $1.9B in Grant Opportunities Under the GRIP Program 
• DOE Initiative Aims to Increase Nuclear Output Through Uprates & Restarts 
• UPRISE Aims for 2.5 GW New Nuclear Capacity by 2027 and 5 GW by 2029 
• DOE Secretary Issues EO Requiring WA State Plant to Remain Available 
• DOE Issues Emergency Orders to Keep Indiana Coal Plants Operational 
• DOE Directs Utilities to Take Steps to Keep CO Coal Plant Unit Operational 
• DOE Announces $50M Funding Opportunity for Tribal Energy Projects 
• Senate Makes Energy Projects Ineligible for Earmarks 
• U.S. Will Roll Out Pilot Surveys To Track Energy Use By Data Centers 
• U.S. Energy Lab Teams Up With Amazon To Recycle Key Materials 
• Report Documents $12B in DOE Project Cancellations 
• President Proposes Cutting Energy Programs in 2027 Budget 

 

 

 



Environmental Protection Agency 

• EPA Determines Phoenix-Mesa Region Will Not Face Reclassification to 
Serious” Nonattainment Designation, Avoiding New Reg. Requirements 

• Federal Court in CA Ruled Against Regulatory Rollbacks that 
Targeted Endangered Species Act Review Provisions  

• EPA Faces Lawsuit Over Power Plant Rollback 
• Trump Cabinet Exempts Gulf Drilling from Species Protections  
• EPA Issues Proposal to Amend Legacy CCR Rule. 

 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission/NERC/NRC 

• NERC Publishes “Assessment of Gaps in Existing Practices, Requirements, 
and Reliability Standards for Emerging Large Loads.” 

• NRC Issues “Part 53” New Licensing Pathway for New Reactor Deployment 
• FERC Approves Final Rules Aimed at Bolstering Reliability of Grid 
• NRC Seeks Environmental Comments On Fermi America Project As Part Of 

New Pilot Program 
• NRC Issues Final Rules to Support Growth of New Reactor Applications 

 

Financial Focus 

• $7B, 2,300 AC Development Breaks Ground Near TSMC 
• Amazon’s Automated Vehicle Zoox Launching Testing Operations in Arizona 
• FEMA Announces $1B in Funding to Help States Mitigate Disasters 
• Tesla Finally Has Its First Semi-Truck 

 

Industry Update 

• Northern Colorado - Geothermal Limitless Approach to Drilling Efficiencies 
Project Drilled 2 Deep Geothermal Wells (Up to 20,049-Foot Deep/450* F)  

• Newly Added Data Center Capacity Slows Down Considerably in Q4 2025 
• Advanced Nuclear Firm, IPP to Explore SMR Deployment in PA, PJM 
• Colorado Springs Utilities Adds AI Technology to Wildfire Defense Strategy 



• EPRI Launches Framework to Reduce "Time to Power" for Data Centers 
• EIA Launches Pilot Survey on Energy Use at Data Centers 
• Gas Turbine Market will See Prices Surge Through 2027 
• New England Governors Direct Agencies to Explore Advanced Nuclear 

Energy, Support Continued Operation of Existing Nuclear Resources 
• Enhanced Geothermal Deployment Could Be Compressed To Under 3 Years 
• The First U.S. Coal Plant In A Decade Is On Shaky Ground (Alaska) 
• New ‘Groundbreaking’ SMR Coming To Alabama (US-Japan Trade Deal) 
• NVIDIA, Partners Team Up With Energy Giants To Fast-Track ‘AI Factories’ 

And Energy Grid Integration 
• Michigan, New York Lawmakers Consider Virtual Power Plant Bills 
• Solar and wind hit a record 17% of U.S. generation in 2025: EIA 
• 50 GW Of DCs Online At End Of 2025, With MISO Seeing Strongest Growth 
• Constellation Exec Says Grid Operator Told Company Three Mile Island 

Can't Connect Until 2031 
• Generation Declined 0.7% YOY In January While Prices Went Up 9.5% 
• U.S. Installed a Record 18.9 GW/51 GWh of Energy Storage in 2025, up 52% 

in GW terms and 40% in GWh terms from 2024 
• Solar Installations Fell 22 Percent In 2025 
• Maine Is About To Become The First State To Ban New Data Centers 
• EIA Sees Electricity Consumption Continuing to Grow Through 2050 at a 

Rate of 0.9% to 1.6% 
• LA Details Nuclear Energy Framework and $45 Million in Federal Funding 
• EIA Expects U.S. Hydropower Generation to Increase by 5% in 2026 
• EIA Coal Plant Retirements Slow Sharply In 2025 

 

Markets 

• FERC Accepts SPP Proposal to Streamline Regional Transmission Planning 
and Generator Interconnection Processes  

• FERC Accepts ISO-NE’s First Batch of Capacity Market Reforms 
• Better Utilization of Existing Grid Could Save Consumers More Than $100 

Billion in the Next Decade 
• PJM, Stakeholders Advance Initiatives to Reliably Integrate Data Centers 



• Presidential Memoranda Issued to Limit TVA Executive Pay 
• CA Energy Officials Propose Funding Plan for Regional Electricity Market 
• PJM Data Center Colocation Plan Takes Fire From Vistra, Data Center 

Group, Others 
• Texas Opens $350M Advanced Nuclear Grant Program 
• CAISO Grid Operator Releases Draft Transmission Plan 
• ISO New England Says an Estimated $282 Million in Transmission Reliability 

Investments are on the Horizon Through 2029 
 

Meetings 

• March 19 – Large Load Meeting 
• March 20 – ABWC – MWD 
• March 23 & 24 – Farm City Breakfast – AZ Farm Bureau 
• March 25 – WAPA BCP Rates Meeting 
• March 25 – WAPA-CRSP Monthly Meeting 
• March 26 – WAPA HQ 10-Year Capital Meeting 
• March 31 – BWCDD Tour 
• April 1 – Meeting w/ Wickenburg 
• April 2 – WAPA CRSP Drought Meeting 
• April 2 – APPA GRWG Call 
• April 6-8 – CREDA Meeting – Lincoln, NE 
• April 10 – PMA Taskforce Call 
• April 10 – NWRA Legislative Call 
• April 10 – Executive Committee Call 
• April 13 & 14 – Committee Calls 
• April 14 – CRSP Workplan Meeting 
• April 15 – WAPA 10-Year Meeting 
• April 16 – Lunch w/ Freeport 
• April 16 – Sheryl Sweeney Award Dinner 
• April 21 – IEDA Monthly Meeting 
• April 26-29 – NRECA Leg Conference 

 



Oil & Natural Gas  

• US Natural Gas Production Reached a New Record in 2025: EIA 
• NextEra Energy Details Plans to Develop Up to 10 GW of Natural Gas 

Powered Generation in Texas, Pennsylvania 
• Weak Fundamentals Outweigh Escalating Global Energy Crisis to Drag Down 

U.S. Natural Gas Forward Prices 
• QatarEnergy Says Damage at LNG Facilities Could Take Years to Repair, 

Upending Supply Outlook 
• Ontario Natural Gas Storage Poised for Strong Injection Season Amid Wide 

Price Spreads 
• LNG Exports Seen Driving 25% of Canadian Gas Output by 2050 Amid 

Production Surge 
• Mexico’s Vows to Slash 75% Reliance on U.S. Natural Gas Imports 
• Heating Demand Return Likely Reduces Lower 48 Natural Gas Storage 

Surplus 
• U. S. LNG Flows to Caribbean Grow Rapidly as Power Demand Rises 
• CA Shrugs Off Reduced Nat Gas Flows as Negative Permian Prices Persist 
• Latin America Eyes Domestic Gas as Middle East Conflict Squeezes Global 

Supply 
• More U.S. Nat Gas-Fired Power Plants Proposed as Part of Japan Trade Deal 
• Mild Weather Undercuts LNG Demand, Even as U.S. Exports Climb 
• MX Pacific Coast LNG Becomes Strategic as Global Energy Tensions Mount 
• DOT Offers $98 Million for Pipeline Infrastructure Projects 
• Permian Oversupply Hits Downstream Markets, Pummeling Natural Gas 

Forwards 
• European Utility Expects U.S. LNG Supply to Soften Blow of Qatari Outage 
• Iran War Inflicts $58B Toll on Middle East Energy Infrastructure, 

Complicating Global LNG Buildout 
• Ukraine Advances Natural Gas Production With Baker Hughes as Europe 

Eyes New Supply Sources 
• Surge in Oil Production Could Tank Natural Gas Prices in the Long Term 

 
 



Transmission/WAPA 

• WAPA CRSP & RMR Regions Joined SPP RTO April 1st 
• White House Releases FY27 Budget Request; Doesn’t Include Selling PMAs  
• WAPA Work Plan Assumes 1,521 FTEs 
• Western Reps Introduce Legislation to Adjust BPA Administrator Salary 
• Oncor, LCRA Transmission Services File Application to Build 765- kV 

Transmission Line in Texas 
• Winter Storm Fern Highlighted Need For Expanded Interregional 

Transmission 
 

Washington DC 

• Reps. Grijalva, Tlaib, Lee Launch People’s Environmental Justice Caucus 
• Rep. Grijalva Introduces New Legislation to Protect Public Lands 

Surrounding Oak Flat from Foreign Exploitation 
• Sens. Lummis & Cotton Introduce Legislation to Codify Nuclear Energy EOs 
• Senate ENR Holds Hearing on Bulk Power System 
• Democrats Release Transmission Proposal 
• Senate ENR Subcommittee Holds Hearing on Pending Hydropower 

Legislation 
• Senate EPW Subcommittee Holds ESA Oversight Hearing 
• 120 House Democrats Introduce Energy Bills Relief Act 
• House Advances 12 Natural Resources Bills Saving Sequoias, Designating 

America’s Newest National Park and Rebuilding the Grand Canyon 
• Senators Probe Tech Companies Over Data Center Pollution 
• Senate EPW Committee Takes Up Scrutiny of Endangered Species Act 
• Bipartisan Duo Unveils Geothermal Financing Bill 
• Congress Starts Months-Long Process for Developing FY27 Spending 
• Senate Votes to End Most of Homeland Security Shutdown 
• Trump Eyeing Lee Zeldin for Attorney General 

 
 


