MEMORANDUM

TO: IEDA Board
RE: Water Committee Report
DATE: November 13, 2025

Post-2026 Negotiations

During one of the committee meetings, it was mentioned that some
movement was made during Monday’s negotiations. It appears that a new
proposed Powell to Meade Release Curve was discussed, but the Lower Basin will
still take the 1.5 MAF cut (system losses). A consistent theme is that any
agreement will likely be for a short timeframe. This will allow the Upper and
Lower Basins to continue to negotiate a long-term solution and hopefully avoid
litigation.

The deadline given by the government for a seven-state agreement was
Veteran’s Day. Veteran’s Day came and went without a deal, but the feds gave the
group a new deadline of February 14,

We heard at CREDA that they have operational alternatives are already
complete. We also heard that the publication of the Draft EIS we occur in the Fall
or Winter of 2025. The question is whether it would include a preferred
alternative. In the past, some alternatives are so broad (aka “hybrid”) that it could
accommodate the ranges being negotiated. Typically, there is a big announcement
at CRWUA, so it wouldn’t surprise me if this is when the information will be
released. No matter the outcome, it is likely that there will be impacts to
hydropower unless hydrology significantly gets better for multiple years.



Upper Basin

An unusually wet October caused Lake Powell to increase by 1.5’ in
elevation, a time when the reservoir typically declines. Even with the increase,
Powell storage is only at 28% of capacity. The current plan is to release 7.48 MAF
from Powell in WY2026.

Low lake levels have triggered the Drought Response Operating Agreement.
Limitations of releases from Powell could occur during the winter months to
maintain an elevation above 3525°. There is a proposal to shift 598K AC-FT from
December through April to June through September.

With the shutdown, the proposed Fall HFE will not happen. The proposed
Fall HFE will now likely occur in the Spring.

I wanted to highlight a recent mediation order for the project that would
raise Gross Dam, by Denver Water. The project is nearly complete, but Save the
Colorado, Sierra Club and others challenged the Corp of Engineers permits, saying
they violated environmental laws.

Other news includes the Utah Supreme Court ruled on a controversial
pipeline project in Eastern Utah. In January 2018, Water Horse Resources, LLC
proposed a pipeline project that would send 55,000 acre-feet of water every year
from the Green River to the state of Colorado. However, on Nov. 7, 2020, the
Utah State Engineer rejected the application. The proposal sought to pipe water to
be used for “beneficial use in Colorado.” However, a district court found Water
Horse failed to establish evidence that the water can be put to beneficial use in
Colorado.



