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Government Shutdown

The longest government shutdown in history ended Wednesday night after
eight senate democrats voted with Republicans passed a new CR until January 30,
2026, on Monday and the House voted on the bill on Wednesday. The deadline
will avoid the typical tactic of using the holidays as leverage to secure a more
favorable position.

The CR included a minibus with three fiscal 2026 spending bills (Military &
Veteran Affairs, USDA & FDA, and Legislative Branch Appropriation Bills).

Some concessions secured by the democrats include the full funding of
SNAP benefits, reversal of layoffs made after the start of the shutdown, full back
pay for federal employees and no more RIFs possible until after the expiration of
this CR on January 30, 2026. The Legislative Bill sees an increase in member
security, following the Charlie Kirk assassination.

The eight senators who voted for the CR were in “safe” seats. Dick Durbin
(IL) as Democratic Whip, was the only one of the eight in leadership. Both
senators from Nevada & New Hampshire, as well as John Fetterman (PA), Tim
Kaine (VA) and Angus King (ME) joined the Whip in supporting the new CR.

Upon passing the CR by the Senate, House Speaker Johnson called the
house members back to Washington DC, with arrival on Wednesday. Expectations
are that the government will start to get back to normal as early as Thursday.
Hopefully, flights will get back to normal before Thanksgiving travel, which could
have helped pressure the deal getting done.



Adelita Grijalva

With the house reconvening to vote on the CR, Adelita Grijalva will get
confirmed as a House member prior to the vote. During the discussion with the
legislative committee, members from Yuma met with Ms. Grijalva to discuss her
interests in committee assignments. Her response was that she was interested in
Education and Oversight.

Congressional 2026 Races

With limited activity due to the shutdown and multiple members of our
Congressional delegation leaving (or moving) seats, I thought it would be
interesting to provide an overview of the delegation, committees, tenure and voter
demographics in each district. Please see the attached PPT.



