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IEDA BOARD WORK SESSION MEETING MINUTES - Draft 
October 21st, 2025 – 12:00 PM 

 
 A meeting of the Board of Directors of the Irrigation & Electrical Districts Association of Arizona, 
Inc. (“IEDA”) was held on October 21st, 2025.  The meeting was held virtually. 
 

The following IEDA Members attended the meeting:  
Mitch Basefsky – CAP  
Heather Cole – APA  
Sheri Farag – SRP  
David Fitzgerald – AEPCO  
Ben Engelby – AEPCO 
Jordy Fuentes – APA 
Ed Gerak - IEDA Executive Director 
Elston Grubaugh – Wellton-Mohawk  
Daniel Pritchard – KR Saline – Virtual 
Daniel Herder – Clark Hill 
IPhone 15? 
Stephanie Knight – Agri-Business & Water Council 
Jason Moyes – TID, HVPD, Aguilla / Moyes, Sellers Hendricks (Virtual) 
Paul Orme – Salmon, Lewis & Weldon 
Ken Saline – KRS & Associates  
Meghan Scott – Scott & Rogers (Virtual) 
Russell Smoldon – B3 Strategies 
Bill Van Allen – ED6  
Shelton Van Allen – ED6  
Robert VanHofwegen – ED8, IEDA Vice-President 
Jeff Woner – Ocotillo ID 

 
Vice-President VanHofwegen called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM 

 
As the Arizona Power Authority was still wrapping up their monthly meeting, Mr. Gerak 

provided the Power Committee update until a quorum could be established Based on a roll call, a 
quorum was established. 
 
 Data Centers continue to be a topic of discussion for the power industry, but it seems that 
having enough power to supply to them is a national priority for the administration so as not to lose 
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the AI race with China.  Secretary Wright has spoke to the need for 100 GW of additional capacity 
above the existing fleet, with no new retirements.  The GridLiance Conference primary focus was 
on Data Centers, reinforcing this need.   
 
 We heard at that conference that there is an Unprecedented buildout of 765 kV High-
Voltage Transmission Lines occurring right now.   
 
 Jim Robb, NERC, highlighted the need for reliability (spinning mass generators), the need 
for new infrastructure (transmission and natural gas pipelines), and the need to plan for energy 24/7, 
as opposed to the old way of peak load.   
 
 Secretary Wright also expressed support for doubling the natural gas production over the 
next 4 to 5 years. It was also shared at the conference that natural gas has an artificial price cap in 
the US of $5/MMBTU, because over that price the LNG market will diminish 
 
 Data Centers were a main topic of the conference, and electricity only accounts for roughly 
20% of the projects, which can be in the $60B range.  Cost allocation and control were a major 
thrust, and load growth in 2026 is projected to be 7% in PJM, and 22% in ERCOT.  In fact, META 
is planning a data center in Louisiana that is projected to be 5.2 GW of capacity.   
 

Following the report, a quorum was established. 
 
Vice-President VanHofwegen requested a motion for approval of the minutes from last 

meeting. 
 
A motion was requested for approval of the minutes for September 16th, 2025.  Jeff Woner 

made a motion to approve the minutes.  Jason Moyes seconded the motion.  A vote was called for 
and the motion passed. 

 
Mr. Gerak informed the board that the CREDA Director Designation was needed in 

preparation for their Annual Meeting.  The current slate was reviewed and some discussion ensued.  
Vice-President VanHofwegen asked if anyone else was interested in being a CREDA representative 
for IEDA.  Jeff Woner made a motion to approve the existing slate.  Jason Moyes seconded the 
motion.  A vote was called for and the motion passed. 

 
Mr. Gerak requested formation of a Nominating Committee for the Executive Committee.  

There were questions regarding if current officers could serve, and Mr. Gerak expressed past 
precedent.  Jeff Woner mentioned that historically, those not in attendance were volunteered.  Jason 
Moyes made a motion to appoint Glen Vortherms, Donovan Neese and Noel Carter to the 
Nominating Committee.  Elston Grubaugh seconded the motion.  A vote was called for and the 
motion passed. 

  
Next, Russell Smoldon provided an update on statewide issues.  Upon reviewing the 

Electrical District Statutes, it was determined that it would be best not to open these up, as they 
currently provide much more flexibility than the Irrigation District statutes.   

 
As election season approaches, Mr. Smoldon discussed the Governor’s race and the impacts 

to the state and federal representatives.  Warren Peterson will likely step down from Senate 
President, but will stay in the State Senate, but TJ Shope will ascend to Senate Presidency.  That 
leaves an opening on Senate Natural Resources, that Timm Dunn will like step into.  Given the 



 

 

change in leadership, there might be an opportunity to pursue amending the Irrigation District 
Statutes.   

 
Session restarts on January 12th, and it is unlikely that there will be any discretionary 

spending due to the budget situation and comporting to federal laws (One Big, Beautiful Bill).   
 
Mr. Smoldon concluded with possible candidates for CD-1 & CD-5.   

 
  Mr. Gerak provided an update on his visit to DC to request the Arizona delegation to 
contact Scott Cameron to allow the Bureau of Reclamation to administratively access the PRB 
funds.  The discussion that occurred at the APA was covered and it was conveyed that the intent 
was not to impact the water discussions.  It was asked of the board if they thought this request 
would impact the water discussions, and the consensus was no.  Mr. Gerak requested a motion from 
the board to send a letter of support to the Bureau in response to utilizing or refunding the PRB 
funds.   
 

Jason Moyes made a motion to IEDA submit a letter of support after review and approval of 
the letter by the Executive Committee.  Elston Grubaugh seconded the motion.  A vote was called 
for and the motion passed. 
 
 Mr. Gerak discussed the government shutdown and some of the gamesmanship in play.  
Adelita Grijalva won the special election for CD-7, but has yet to be seated as a representative 
because the House has been in recess since the shutdown.  Ms. Grijalva will likely pursue a seat on 
the House Natural Resources and Education Committees, like her father. 
 

Meghan Scott provided an update on the Post-2026 negotiations.  The Basin States have 
been meeting, but there isn’t a deal to date.  They are still negotiating, and it appears that the Feds 
are looking for a waiver of the Compact in exchange for a set percentage.   

 
Jason Moyes discussed the proposed Ranegras AMA (near Vicksburg).  There is speculation 

that the nuisance lawsuit will likely fail, so this is the pursuit of the Arizona Administration.   
 
Stephanie Knight provided a recap of the ABWC Annual Meeting, discussed the upcoming 

H2Open and NWRA meeting in Tucson.   
 
Mr. Gerak provided the monthly financial report.  Revenue is ahead of budget, and while 

some expense categories are exceeding budget, overall year end net profit should be in excess of the 
carryover amount applied to this years budget, resulting in a Year End reserves at least $20K over 
YE2024. 

 
Mr. Woner provided an update on the Fighters Over the Fairways golf tournament that 

IEDA sponsored.  Given his family’s military service, he was thankful to be able to support the 
cause.   

 
Vice-President VanHofwegen opened the floor to member comments.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:07 P.M. 
 
 

 


