
 

Monthly Board Report – 11/13/25 

 

Agribusiness and Water Council/NWRA/USDA 

• Nebraska-Developed Map Highlights U.S. Water Rights Systems 
• The Unseen Water Crisis Beneath NV’s Feet: Disappearing Groundwater 
• Renewed Legal Battle Ramps up over Columbia Basin Dams and Salmon 
• Declining Farm Economy Continues to Pressure Profitability 
• OR, Greens Seek EO for Hydropower Operation for Salmon at NW dams 
• Army Corps Eyes Expedited Permits for Fossil Fuel Projects 
• AZ Dept. of Ag Launches $1.8M Grant for Soil Health and Water Efficiency 
• USDA Reopening Some 2,100 Offices To Help Farmers Access $3B In Aid  
• Dr. Mostafa Appointed Maricopa County Cooperative Extension Director  
• USDA Rolls Out Plan to Rebuild U.S. Beef Industry 

 

American Public Power Association 

• APPA Works on HR 4669, FEMA Reform Language 
• Looking for Sponsor(s) for a Senate version of the FEMA Act 
• APPA Releases White Paper - What Public Power Needs to Know about 

Serving Data Centers 
• APPA Submits Comments on Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
• APPA Sends Letter to Committees on WRDA Water Reallocation Studies 
• APPA Receives Additional $5 Million in Funding for Cybersecurity 
• APPA Releases Update of Permitting Reform Principles 

 

Arizona  

• Governor Hobbs Asks Trump to Enter Colorado River Negotiations at NWRA 
• SRP Board of Directors Approves Converting Coal Unit to Natural Gas 
• APS Uses "Growth Pays For Growth" Model to Develop New Gas Plant  
• New 2,000 MW Natural Gas Plant Planned West of Gila Bend 



• Yuma Officials Oppose Transfer of Colorado River Water to Queen Creek 
• Crane, Biggs, Gosar & Stanton Seek Reliable Water Access for City of Page 
• SRP & ESS Announce 50 MWh Long Duration Energy Storage Pilot Project 
• Public Nuisance Law put to the Test in Arizona Water Rights Case 
• TSMC Announced Volume Production of NVIDIA’s Advanced Blackwell Chip 
• ADWR to Host Willcox AMA Workshops – Nov. 13th  

 

Bureau of Reclamation/Dept. of Interior 

• Colorado River Deadline Extended to February 14th 
• Lower Basin on Track to Use Just 5.9 of 7.5 MAF Allocation 
• Huge Solar Project on BLM in Nevada, Esmeralda 7, Cancelled 
• Trump Administration Can Reconsider SouthCoast Wind Approval 
• BLM Raised $76M at its Latest Oil and Gas Lease Sale in the Southwest 

 

California 

• Gov. Vetoes AB 93, Which Required Water Reporting by Data Centers 
• Pasadena Water and Power Expands Clean Energy Portfolio Under New 

Wind Energy Agreement 
• CA Enacts SB 72 to Modernize Water Plan & Set Long-Term Supply Targets 
• SMUD Using AI to Improve Load Forecasting, Business Processes 
• CA Opens $116M Antioch Brackish Water Desalination Plant 
• CA To Invest $226M In Offshore Wind Ports Amid Federal Cuts 
• Insurers Flee Wildfire-Prone California Despite State Assistance 
• LADWP Expands Demand Response Programs to Deliver 340 MW Flexibility 
• CA Community Power Seeks Clean Generation & Capacity RFPs 
• IID Increases Capacity, Reliability, Resiliency Through Major Gen. Upgrades 

 

CREDA/Upper Basin 

• 79 Day Cool-Mix Flows Estimated to Bypass 23% & Cost $6.5M 
• No Fall HFE Due to Lapse in Appropriations 
• San Juan River, Near Durango, Experience Flooding Due to Heavy Rainfall 



• Lake Powell Increased 1.5’ in Elevation Due to Rain 
• Colorado asks Supreme Court to Reject Nebraska Water Lawsuit 
• Utah Supreme Court Rejects Colorado River Water Pipeline Project 
• UT May Be Forced to Cut Water Rights if No Colorado River Deal is Reached 
• Mediation Ordered for Gross Dam Project (Denver Water) 
• WY 2026 Shows 7.48 MAF Releases  

 

Department of Energy 

• DOE Directs FERC to Initiate Rulemaking Procedures Tied to 
Interconnection of Large Loads to Grid & Hydropower Permits 

• DOE Mulls Terminating EV Programs 
• DOE Releases Fusion Energy Roadmap 
• Alex Fitzsimmons Named Acting Undersecretary of Energy 
• DOE Cancels $700M+ Unannounced Battery, Manufacturing Projects  
• DOE Partners w/ Advanced Mirco Devices to Build Two Supercomputers 
• DOE Teams with Oracle, Nvidia to Build its Largest AI Supercomputer 
• DOE Selects 4 Companies To Help Restore U.S. Nuclear Fuel Supply Chain 
• Administration Announces $100 Million In Funding To Upgrade Coal Plants 
• DOE Announces $625M For Quantum Research Centers 
• Nuclear Power Will Get The Most Energy Department Loans 
• DOE Seeks Proposals for AI Data Centers, Energy Projects at Kentucky Site 

 

Environmental Protection Agency 

• New PFAS Chemical Added to EPA’s Toxic Release Inventory List 
• EPA Retreats from Plans To End the Energy Star Program 

 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission/NERC/NRC 

• Trump Names Laura Swett Chairman of FERC 
• FERC Proposes NOPR Adopting NAESB Standards/Gas-Electric Coordination 
• NERC Files Suite of Reliability Standards with FERC 



 

Financial Focus 

• Brookfield and Bloom Announce $5B Strategic AI Infrastructure Partnership 
• Solar, Storage Costs Set to Increase 9% in Q4 2025 as Chinese Policy Shifts 

End an Era of Low Equipment Prices 
• US, Investors Launch Critical Minerals Fund with $5B Target 

• $50M Gift will Help Launch ASU’s Global Institute for the Future of Energy  
• Aluminum Could Become The Next Copper 
• Nvidia Announces Autonomous Vehicle Technology And Partners With Uber 
• Lucid Partnering with Nvidia to Develop Level 4 Autonomous Vehicles in AZ 
• Rare-Earth Magnet Startups Seal $1.4 Billion Deal With Administration 
• Hydro REC Values Down in 2025, $1/MWH in Q2 Compared to $2.68 Q4-24 

 

Industry Update 

• Company Gets Permit to Start Next Phase of Fusion Plant in WA State 
• OR Utility, GridCARE Complete Project to Accelerate Large Load 

Interconnections Using Flexibility for Data Centers 
• Plans Unveiled for 2 GW Artificial Intelligence Campus in West Texas 
• Meta Unveils Plans for Data Center in Texas That Can Scale Up to 1-GW 
• McKinsey Finds Energy Transition Momentum May be Slowing 
• Google Unveils First-of-its Kind Corporate Agreement to Support Gas Power 

Plant with Carbon Capture and Storage 
• Energy Northwest in Negotiations w/ Joint Venture for SMRs Construction 
• Companies Enter Partnership with U.S. Government to Construct at Least 

$80 Billion of New Reactors Across the U.S 
• NextEra and Google Unveil Plans to Restart Iowa Nuclear Power Plant 
• Holtec abandons nuclear waste storage plans for New Mexico 
• Santee Cooper Plans to Restart Construction of V.C. Summer Nuke Plant 
• U.S. Has Onshored Full Solar Supply Chain 
• FERC: For Two Years Straight, Solar Leads New US Power Capacity 
• CO Made Plans To Close Coal Plants. Trump Agenda Could Force A Reversal 



• US Installed Nearly 26 GW Of New Generating Capacity From Jan-Aug  
• Electrifying U.S. Forecasted to Need 100 GW Annually through 2030s 
• NVIDIA, EPRI, PJM and Others to Develop Power-Flexible AI Factory  
• Large Load Commitments Reach 160 GW Amid PJM Demand Surge 

 

Markets 

• White Paper Examines Demand Response as a Capacity Resource in SPP 
• TX Governor Announces Loan to 460-MW Natural Gas Facility 
• NYISO Planning Studies Highlight Grid Reliability Concerns 
• 2025 Regional System Plan Identifies Future Needs of New England Grid  
• ISO NE Launches Cluster Study Of 26 Battery, Wind And Solar Projects 
• KC BPU Initiates Transmission Studies with SPP for Two Energy Projects 
• PA Looking to Exit PJM Due to Price Concerns 
• PJM Interconnection Needs 43 GW Of Energy Storage By 2045 
• PJM Sees Adequate Resources to Serve Footprint this Winter; Demand Still 

Outpaces New Generation Additions 
• FERC Approves SPP ‘Provisional Load’ Interconnection Review Process 
• TVA - Largest US Public Power Supplier Leads Push for Small Reactors 
• SPP Board Advances Regional Transmission Plan 

 

Meetings 

• GridLiance Transmission Symposium – October 19-22 
• CREDA Legislative Workgroup – October 23  
• Meeting w/ RID & BID – October 23 
• PRB Discussion – October 23 
• H2Open – October 24 
• Mountain West Renewables Conference – October 28-29 
• CREDA Annual Meeting (PHX) – November 3-4 
• NWRA (Tucson) – November 5-7 
• ASU Dialogue w/ Abe Hamadeh – November 10th  
• Meeting w/ City of Buckeye – November 12th  
• ABWC (Tucson) – November 14th 



 

Oil & Natural Gas  

• Panama Canal Working to Boost Access for LNG Transit 
• Duke Leaning into Natural Gas Across Carolinas 
• Chilly Fronts Goose Heating Demand, Sending Natural Gas Futures Higher 
• Western Canada Natural Gas Storage at Record Levels 
• US Reopens Alaska Wildlife Refuge To Oil And Gas Development 
• Trump’s Offshore Drilling Plan Faces Fierce Opposition In Congress 
• U.S. LNG to Supply One-third of Global Market by 2030 
• Natural Gas Futures Skyrocket on Record LNG Export Demand 
• Oil Demand To Rise Through 2032 as Energy Transition Stalls 
• Colder Forecasts, Record Exports Send Natural Gas Futures Surging 
• Chevron Eyeing Global Exploration Growth as Domestic Natural Gas Climbs 
• Dallas Fed Warns Mexico Vulnerable to U.S. Natural Gas Shocks 
• Sempra Nears Launch at Mexico's Energía Costa Azul LNG Terminal 

 

Transmission/WAPA 

• DOE Closes $1.6B Loan Guarantee for 5,000 Mile Transmission Project 
• Multiple Solar/BESS to be Interconnected to DSW-WALC 

 

Washington DC 

• Senate Passes National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026 
• Senate Agriculture Committee Passes Fix Our Forests Act 
• Senator Lee Looks to Move Forest Service to Interior Department  
• 23 States Sue Administration Over Solar Grant Cancellations 
• White House Urging Agencies to Increase Pace of Deregulation 
• New Bipartisan Bill Proposes Expanding FTC To Cover Fusion Components 
• US Senators Introduce Bill To Continue Funding Rural Co-Op Development 
• Senate Energy Committee Holds Hearing on NHPA Reform 
• Lindsey Graham Talking about Another Reconciliation Bill 
• Trump Suggests No Need for Another ‘Big, Beautiful Bill’  


