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Flexing Their Mussels 
 

While not new to the Colorado River, as Hoover has been dealing with zebra 
mussels for years, a recent detection of them from Glenwood Springs, CO to the 
Utah border has triggered increased focus on this invasive species.  

 
Colorado state legislators are urging the federal government to use the 

provisions of the EXPLORE Act to combat the spread of aquatic invasive species, 
specifically invasive zebra mussels.  

 
CAP has been dealing with quagga mussels since 2007. 
 
 

Mining for Water in Utah 
 

The administration’s focus on mining is causing some concern in Utah, as 
they are already dealing with lower reservoir levels due to dry years.  With levels 
down 20+% since early June, water scarcity is increasing alarming for Utah. 

 
Residents have expressed concerns that expanding mining could result in 

contamination of private wells by allowing injection of mining fluids into the 
aquifer(s). 

 
Problems with Colorado 

 
Arizona isn’t the only one struggling with Colorado’s position on water 

issues.  Nebraska recently sued Colorado over a claim that they are depriving their 



state of entitled water from a 100-year old agreement, the South Platte Compact.  
This issue will go before the Supreme Court for resolution. 

 
Put it in Storage 

 
California is looking to bolster their water supply by constructing the 1.5 

MAF Sites Reservoir northwest of Sacramento.  Operation of the proposed 
reservoir would be in cooperation with the operations of existing Central Valley 
Project (CVP) and State Water Project (SWP) system facilities.  This $6B+ project 
would be used to help with another project, the Delta Conveyance Project. 

 
This $20+B project would be an underground tunnel, 36’ in diameter and 

47.5 miles long.  It would include 2 new intake facilities on the Sacrament River.  
It is estimated that this project could have captured 2 MAF in total over the last 4 
years.   

 
While not tied to the California projects, BOR Small Storage Program 

(authorized by IIJA) has republished a third funding opportunity to develop other 
reservoir projects (with a maximum of 30,000 AC-Ft). 

 
 


