MEMORANDUM

TO: IEDA Board
RE: Federal Legislative Committee Report
DATE: September 4, 2025

Nominations

There are 1,300+ positions that require a presidential nomination and Senate
confirmation. The Washington Post and the Partnership for Public Service track
roughly 800 of these positions. To date, 125 positions of the 371 nominations have
been confirmed. 241 positions are being considered by the Senate.

Ted Cooke is one of those nominated and has a hearing in Senate ENR on
September 4", His nomination has likely found some resistance from Senator Lee
(Utah), along with politics from the minority. Fill in hearing details.

What used to be considered fairly routine has turned into gamesmanship
from both parties if they are in the minority. Republicans are hatching plans to
change Senate rules to speed up confirmation of Trump’s personnel, including a
“nuclear option”.

Shutdown Fight

As the fiscal year end approaches on September 30, with limited budget
appropriations bills passed, it is likely that a continuing resolution is necessary to
continue to fund the government.

There have been 14 partial government shutdowns since 1981, most of
which lasted only a day or two. The most recent stretched over 34 days in
December 2018 into January 2019 during Trump's first term.

Bipartisanship doesn’t seem to be anywhere near DC, with the
gerrymandering occurring across the country, the hold up on Trump’s nominees,



and the attempt by the administration to bypass Congress for a $4.9B “Pocket
Recission.”

Gerry Meanderings

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott has signed into law a new map redistricting the
state. The goal is to increase the number of Republican seats in Washington by 5.
The new map should gain at least 3 seats, with 2 more leaning Republican.

California has responded by putting a new map, and voters will decide in
November whether to adopt it or not. Former Speak Kevin McCarthy is raising
funds in hopes to oppose the redistricting. The current roster is 43 Democrats and
9 Republicans. California hopes to offset the potential gain by Texas, but the
current ratio seems to make it hard to gain 5 more seats.

Ohio has to redraw their map, and they look to benefit Republicans in 2
districts if enough bipartisan support can be reached. If not, it will go to Ohio
Redistricting Commission.

Multiple states are considering or in the process of moving on the idea of
redistricting. Missouri is set to call a special session on September 3™ to redrawing
the state’s House map. Florida is considering redistricting,

The Utah Supreme Court struck down the congressional map of 2021. The
high court’s decision is likely to give Democrats one pick-up opportunity in the
Beehive State.

Illinois and Maryland have easier paths to redrawing their maps as the states
only need to pass new maps through the state legislature and are subject to the
governor’s signature or veto.

Lawmakers in the Empire State have already introduced legislation that
would amend the state Constitution to allow legislators to redraw their map if

another state engages in mid-decade redistricting.

Crime Stopper

It seems that making certain cities safer is a new “law and order” political
move by the administration. As part of his crackdown on illegal immigrants, back



in June, President Trump sent National Guard troops and Marines to Los Angeles
to support ICE agents in the face of protests. A judge in California recently ruled
Trump’s use of the National Guard in Los Angeles was illegal, as they performed
police functions, which violates the Posse Comitatus Act.

After a former DOGE employee was assaulted during an attempted
carjacking multiple youths in early August, Trump deployed National Guard troops
to secure the city less than a week later. While the 30-day orders were set to expire
in mid-September, DC’s mayor has ordered coordination with the federal troops,
and the orders are likely to be extended to December. There have been nearly
1,700 arrests and 168 illegal guns have been confiscated.

Chicago is next on the list of cities that troops will be deployed to. While
crime statistics show a decline, there were 8 homicides and 58 people shot over the
Labor Day weekend. Baltimore, Oakland and New York City are also on the radar
screen for potential actions.

Stop the Mail

President Trump has indicated a potential executive order to ban mail-in
ballots. The Constitution grants states the ability to regulate elections, so this
could face headwinds. In Arizona, 80% of the people vote by mail.



